
Follow-Up to the 2009 Imago Film Festival 
 

 
For our 5th annual film festival, we 

kicked off events with a chapel service 
featuring Hollywood producer David 
McFadzean.  A former Judson professor, 
creator of series like Home Improvement, 
and producer of films such as What 
Women Want, McFadzean related the 
experiences of his life as a teacher and 
writer as a calling to ministry and 
encouraged students to find their own 
calling.  Later, McFadzean served as our 

creative keynote speaker on the opening night of the festival.  Acknowledging the good 
work done by many people in many walks of life, McFadzean argued that those who 
initiate true cultural change are those who make art that challenges and elevates the 
human spirit.  After the enthusiastic response from the large crowd had barely died down, 
we presented the first program in several nights of short films. 

 
We were especially proud of 

the films we presented at this year’s 
festival (with full programs of short 
films also shown on second and fourth 
nights).  The number of submissions 
that we received this year quadrupled 
and we received our first international 
submissions; this made the initial 
selection of films more difficult than 
ever before.  The finalists represented 
high quality work that engaged matters 
of faith in a variety of ways.  This year’s films ranged from drama to documentary, 
experimental to music video, science fiction to comedy, action/adventure to musical. 

 
On the third night of the festival, 

we featured a special presentation of the 
Reel Conversation film series.  (Reel 
Conversations takes place monthly 
throughout the regular school year at 
Judson University; the series shows 
feature-length films to Judson students 
and follows them with a discussion 
usually led by a Judson faculty member.)  
On this night, we showed Persepolis, an 
animated film based upon the experiences 

of the film’s writer/director, growing up during Iran’s Islamic revolution. The discussion 



which followed was led by film critic, J. Robert Parks, and dealt with the curious fact that 
this visually dynamic animated film presented an amazing sense of the reality and 
humanity within Iranian culture.  Featuring a main character who longed to know God, 
the film encourages the viewer to understand Iran less as a problem and more as a 
country filled with people like us: both flawed and virtuous. 

 
On the fifth and final day of the 

film festival, we returned to Judson’s 
chapel with Calvin College professor 
and cultural critic, William 
Romanowski.  Author of the books Pop 
Culture Wars and Eyes Wide Open, 
Romanowski extended a thread from his 
work and encouraged students to look 
beyond the roles prescribed for them by 
mass media toward something truly 
based on their faith.  Later, the 
ceremonies for the closing night began with a red carpet gala, complete with paparazzi, 
lots of food, and guests dressed elegantly and outlandishly.  Musical entertainment was 
provided by Ben Calhoun whose talent as a performer fully engaged the audience. 

 
Romanowski then served as the 

critical keynote speaker, blending an 
analysis of Hollywood films with his 
irresistible humor; questioning what now 
passes as “Christian” films made by an 
industry targeting a new niche audience, 
he suggested that most replicate a 
standard Hollywood formula and ignore 
the reality of human brokenness and our 
desperate need for God.  Thankfully, 
Romanowski suggested that there were 

some films that do work in those terms.  And thereafter, we were happy to present films 
that the festival jury also felt worked in those terms; in the awards ceremony, award 
winners were announced and the winning films were screened.  The honor of best-of-
show was given to Marc Brummond’s “Gaining Ground.”  In a way that has become 
typical on closing nights, the audience lingered to talk with each other and discuss the 
films. 

 
Thanks to our staff, judges, and speakers; thanks to those who submitted films; 

thanks to our financial supporters, particularly the Judson Student Organization; thanks to 
those who attended the festival; thanks especially to those who helped with the simple 
belief that they were contributing to something special; and of course, thanks to God, the 
creator of all good things.  We look forward to seeing you next year. 
 

www.imagofilmfestival.com 


