
Follow-Up to the 2008 Imago Film Festival 
 

 
This year, our 4th annual film 

festival began before the opening night of 
the festival on Monday, March 31st.  
Earlier that day in Judson University’s 
chapel, festival directors, Terrence 
Wandtke and Darren Wilson, shared 
thoughts on the spiritual significance of 
film with a campus-wide audience.  And 
that night, Darren Wilson opened the 
festival with a meditation on the book of 
Genesis as a testament to new starts and 

creativity and as a window to the process of filmmaking.  After Terrence Wandtke 
offered an introduction to the festival as a whole, the program of short films commenced. 

 
On the second night of the festival, 

Stephen Vidano (our keynote speaker on 
creative production) discussed his career as 
someone who unexpectedly became a 
filmmaker.  After discovering a passion for 
the medium and the technology, Vidano 
became convicted that God was calling him 
to work within the field.  Filled with 
practical advice on the process of 
filmmaking, Vidano also discussed the way 
in which he balanced commercial projects 
with independent projects such as his documentary, Star of Bethlehem.  After Vidano’s 
session, the second program of short films commenced. 

 
On the third night of the festival, 

we featured a special presentation of the 
Reel Conversation film series.  (Reel 
Conversations takes place monthly 
throughout the regular school year at 
Judson University; the series shows 
feature-length films to Judson students and 
follows them with a discussion usually led 
by a Judson faculty member.)  On this 
night, we showed Pan’s Labyrinth, a film 
set during the Spanish Civil War, detailing 

the struggles between the military and revolutionaries; however, the film is much more 
the story of a girl caught in between and the fairy world that only she recognizes.  The 
discussion was led by festival director, Terrence Wandtke, and focused on the importance 
of imagination and our universally shared desire for something beyond this world. 



 
On the fourth night of the festival, 

our filmmaker’s workshop featured 
filmmaker and festival director, Darren 
Wilson.  Having recently completed his first 
feature-length documentary, Finger of God, 
Wilson shared the trials and tribulations of 
his recent international filmmaking 
experience.  Moreover, in a compliment and 
extension of Vidano’s ideas, Wilson 
identified the process as life-changing, 
requiring him to reorient his sense of self 
and his faith.  A dynamic interaction with the larger community of God’s people, Wilson 
made this film and also found new creative ideas forming the foundation of his next 
project, Furious Love. 

 
On the fifth and final day of the 

festival, David Dark (our keynote speaker 
on critical review) spoke to a chapel 
audience about God’s desire to embrace 
the entire world, not just Christians living 
in the midst of our so-called secular world.  
And that night, Dark built further on that 
idea and ideas growing from his 
forthcoming book The Sacredness of 
Questioning Everything.  Beginning with 
the statement that “there is not a secular 
molecule in the universe,” Dark explored 

the implications of this claim through film examples as varied as Robert Bresson’s Diary 
of a Country Priest and the television show, The Office.  Thereafter, awards from the 
audience and the judges were announced and winners were screened.  The honor of best-
of-show was awarded to Thomas Brandon’s “Holding.”  In a way that has become typical 
on closing nights, much of the audience lingered after the end of the festival to interact 
with each other and discuss the films. 

 
For the great success of our film festival, we have many people to thank.  Thanks 

to our staff, judges, and speakers; thanks to those who submitted films; thanks to our 
financial supporters; thanks to those who attended the festival; thanks especially to those 
who helped with the simple belief that they were contributing to something special.  We 
look forward to seeing you next year. 
 

www.imagofilmfestival.com 


